th and 29 th October, 2011. The conference proceedings were divided into two parts. The first, led by the head of the Chair of Political and Legal Doctrines, Professor Marek Maciejewski, was dedicated to lawyers associated with the academic community in Wroclaw during the Prussian-German period. However, the speakers presented not only the achievements of German scholars but also profiles of those Polish law students at the university in Breslau who played eminent roles on the Polish political scene and contributed to the creation of the legal order and institutions of the independent Republic of Poland after 1918.
At the beginning of the proceedings Professor Marian J. Ptak presented a lecture titled 'Professor Meister and his views on the validity of Saxon law in Silesia'. Johann Friedrich Meister, one of the first Deans of the Law Faculty at the University of Breslau after its creation in 1811, at the turn of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries expressed the view that Polish law had ceased to be applied in Silesia in the fourteenth century, and was completely dominated by German (Saxon) law. Professor Ptak emphasized that this opinion is still shared by many German historians, although research based on historical legal documents indicates its inadequacy. Next, Dr. Tomasz Dolata presented a thorough analysis of the course of academic careers of German professors of law, such as the matter of rectors of the University of Breslau in the years 1811-1900 who represented the Law Faculty. The author pointed out that for many eminent lawyers, this university -as rather a provincial centre -was just one of the stages of their careers. The person and achievements of Wojciech Korfanty (1873 Korfanty ( -1939 , law student at the university in Breslau, then an eminent Christian Democratic politician and activist who contributed to the incorporation of a large part of Upper Silesia into Poland in 1921, were the subject of a lecture by Professor Maciej Marszał. Professor Marszał focused on Korfanty's criticism of Italian fascism, presented by the politician in the journal Polonia. The work of the outstanding professor of criminal law Ernst Ludwig von Beling (1866 Beling ( -1932 , who introduced the notion of the structure of crime accepted in the contemporary German and Polish theories of criminal law, was analyzed by Professor Józef Koredczuk. Paweł Fiktus, LLM introduced participants of the conference to the views on the state and law held by Wojciech Trąpczyński , who was a well-known Polish politician associated with the National Democracy movement and served as the Marshal of the Sejm Ustawodawczy (Constituent Assembly) in the years 1919-1922. Trąmpczyński, quite similarly to Korfanty, was a student and graduate of the Breslau University, receiving the title of Juris Doctor. Professor Tomasz Kruszewski presented a paper devoted to Günter Schmölders (1903 Schmölders ( -1991 , professor of economic law in the thirties, who in the post-war period became a well-known economist. At the end of this section Dr. Jacek Przygodzki characterized the achievements of Hans Helfritz (1877 Helfritz ( -1958 , not omitting the involvement in the Nazi regime of this eminent professor of administrative and state law at Breslau University. It is worth adding that in (1954) (1955) (1956) (1957) and Rector of the University (1959 University ( -1962 , but also one of the most outstanding representatives of the sociological school of criminal law. Marta Mackiewicz, MA presented the views on the state and law of Aleksander Małachowski (1924 Małachowski ( -2004 , whose academic career at the University of Wroclaw was brutally terminated for political reasons at the turn of the 40s and 50s and who later became a colourful and controversial figure of the Polish left. Next, Professor Mirosław Sadowski discussed the work of Professor Karol Jonca , who was the head of the Division (later Chair) of Political and Legal Doctrines in the years 1968-2000 and the Dean of the Faculty of Law and Administration (1972-1974) . Professor Jonca, as the author of the lecture pointed out, was one of the most outstanding Polish scholars studying totalitarian and authoritarian systems and ideologies; moreover, he wrote several works on economic history. Piotr Szymaniec, LLM and Paweł Fiktus, LLM examined in their paper the political and legal ideas of Andrzej Stelmachowski (1925 Stelmachowski ( -2009 , professor of civil law and a Christian Democratic politician. The lecturers stressed that although Professor Stelmachowski taught in Wroclaw for only seven years (1962) (1963) (1964) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) , he created here his first research team in agricultural law. Professor Piotr Jurek devoted his reflections to the work of Professor Kazimierz Orzechowski (1923 Orzechowski ( -2009 , who was the head of the Institute of the History of the State and Law for more than twenty years. In Professor Jurek's opinion, Orzechowski was a great legal historian who concentrated mainly on the history of the political system and law in Silesia, analyzing many aspects of that subject such as the historical evolution of forms of land ownership, parliamentarism and the treasury. Professor Orzechowski will be remembered by generations of students as a fascinating academic teacher, but primarily as extremely warm and kind man, offering his help to all those in need. Professor Marek Maciejewski analyzed in his lecture reflections on law and the state presented by the great scholar Jan Baszkiewicz , who was a professor at the Faculty of Law and Administration in Wrocław until 1968 and received the title of doctor honoris causa from the University of Wroclaw in 2003. Professor Maciejewski stressed the unusual diversity of Baszkiewicz's scientific achievements, including his history of France and of the Polish legal and political system in the Middle Ages, political and legal thought of the Middle Ages and history and political ideas of the bourgeois revolutions, especially the French Revolution. The lecturer also referred to the controversial and radical political views of Professor Baszkiewicz, along with his activity as an ideologue for the regime of gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski in the 80s. In the last lecture crowning this section, Dr. Paweł Wiązek outlined the profile of the unforgettable Professor Zofia Świda (born 1939), who suddenly passed away in February 2011. Zofia Świda was the daughter of Professor Witold Świda and became a renowned professor of criminal
